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1 . Claims 1-9, 13-28, 30, 34, 42, 44, 45, 47, 53, 54, 62-68, 70-72, 76-80, 82 and 87- 
106 have been examined. Application 09/728,704 (DATA PROCESSING SYSTEM FOR 
TARGETED CONTENT) has a filing date 12/01/2000 Claims Priority from Provisional 
Application 60168853 (12/02/1999) and Claims Priority from Provisional Application 
60236673 (09/29/2000). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claim 76 recites the limitation "the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
first attribute and said second attribute". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

Response to Amendment 

3. Applicant cancel claims 1 0-1 2, 29, 31 -33, 35-41 , 43, 46, 48-52, 55-61 , 69, 73-75, 
81 and 83-86. Applicant amended claims 1, 2, 15, 34, 42, 44, 45, 47, 53, 62, 64, 65, 66, 
67, 71, 72, 76, 77. Applicant added claims 87-106. Applicant's amendment necessitated 
the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). A shortened statutory period 
for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of 
this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of 
this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE- 
MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no 
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event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from 
the date of this final action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 3-9, 16-18, 20, 21, 23-27, 30, 42, 44, 45, 47, 53, 54, 62 and 63 are 

rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Reilly et al (U.S. 5,740,549). 

As per claim 1 , Reilly et al teach: 

A method of providing targeted advertising, comprising the steps of: 

providing first information in a first category (see figure 1 0, items 248, 250); 

providing second information with the first information, the second information 
indicating a choice of categories for targeted advertising not associated with the first 
category (see figure 10, item 258; figure 5; column 11, lines 52-63; column 12, lines 47- 
56; column 13, line 60 - column 14, line 6); 

receiving information indicating a user selected category request from the choice 
of categories for targeted advertising (see column 2, line 47 - column 3, line 24; figure 
5; column 4, line 65 - column 5, line 10); 

identifying a first advertisement corresponding to said category request (see 
column 9, lines 35-61 ; figure 5) ; and 

providing said first advertisement (see column 2, line 61 - column 3, line 25). 
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As per claim 3, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 1, wherein: 

said category request includes a request for a category and a subcategory (see 
figure 5). 

As per claim 4, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 1, wherein: 

said first advertisement is a banner ad for a web page (see figure 6). 

As per claim 5, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 4, further comprising: 

displaying said advertisement on a client device (see column 2, line 61 - column 
3, line 25). 

As per claim 6, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 4, wherein: 

said first attribute is received at a server from a client device and said step of 
providing includes communicating said advertisement from said server to said client 
device (see column 14, line 62 - column 15, line 40). 

As per claim 7, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a second attribute indicating a property of a client device, said step of 
receiving information includes receiving a first attribute, said first attribute indicates said 
user selected category request and retrieving a third attribute indicating an index, said 
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step of identifying is based on said second attribute and said third attribute (see figure 5, 
column 9, line 35-61). 

As per claim 8, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 7, wherein: 

said second attribute is selected by a publisher capable of controlling 
environmental characteristics of said client device; said first attribute, said second 
attribute and said third attribute are received from said client device; and said step of 
providing includes communicating said first advertisement to said client device (see 
column 6, line 16 - column 8, line 19). 

As per claim 9, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 7, wherein: 

said second attribute is selected by a server; said first advertisement is stored at 
said server; and said step of providing includes communicating said first advertisement 
from said server (see columns 7-8). 

As per claim 16, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of receiving a 
request for a next advertisement corresponding to said user selected category request; 
identifying said next advertisement; and providing said next advertisement (see columns 



7-8). 



As per claim 17, Reilly teaches: 



A method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
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receiving a request for a previous advertisement corresponding to said user 
selected category request; identifying said previous advertisement; and providing said 
previous advertisement (see column 9, lines 35-61). 

As per claim 18, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 1, wherein: 

said step of providing includes communicating said first advertisement to a client 
device; and said client device includes an interactive television (see columns 1-2). 
As per claim 20, Reilly teaches: 
A method according to claim 1, wherein: 

said step of providing includes communicating said first advertisement to a client 
device; and said client device includes a personal information manager (see column 4, 
lines 22-64). 

As per claim 21 , Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 1, wherein: 

said step of providing includes communicating said first advertisement to a client 
device; and said client device includes a computer displaying a web site (see column 
13, lines 1-25). 

As per claim 23, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
displaying a content selection interface at a client, said content selection 
interface includes a category selection device (see figure 5); 
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receiving said user selected category request based on said category selection 
device (see figure 5); and 

communicating said user selected category request from said client to a server, 
said server performs said step of receiving a first attribute (see columns 7-9). 

As per claim 24, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 23, wherein: 

said category selection device includes a pull down menu displaying a set of 
categories (see figure 5). 

As per claim 25, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 23, wherein: 

said category selection device includes a text box (see figure 5). 

As per claim 26, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 23, wherein: 

said first advertisement is a banner and for a web page (see column 13 and 
figure 10). 

As per claim 27, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 26, further including the steps of: 
displaying a first content page, said step of displaying a content selection 
interface is part of said step of displaying a first content page; displaying a second 
content page; sending a request from said client to said server for a second 
advertisement based on said user selected category; and receiving and displaying said 
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second advertisement on said client, said second advertisement is displayed with said 
second content page (see figures 6-10) 

As per claim 30, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said step of identifying is performed without making use of user profile 
information (see figure 5). 

As per claim 42, Reilly teaches: 

The method of claim 1, wherein the step of providing second information 
comprises: 

displaying the choice of categories in a user interface (see figures 5 and 10; 
column 2, line 47 - column 3, line 24); and 

wherein the step of receiving information indicating the user selected category 
request comprises receiving the selected category request generated using said user 
interface and wherein the step of providing said first advertisement comprises displaying 
the first advertisement corresponding to said user selected category (see figures 5 and 
10; column 2, line 47 - column 3, line 24). 

As per claim 44, Reilly teaches: 

the first information is displayed in a publisher page (see figure 10); 
said user interface is displayed in said publisher page (see figure 10; column 6, 
line 16 -column 8, line 19)); and 

said first advertisement is displayed in said publisher page (see figure 10, item 

258). 



Application/Control Number: 09/728,704 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3622 

Claim 45 contains the same limitations as claims 6 and 7 therefore the same 
rejection is applied. 

Claim 47 contains the same limitations as claim 7 therefore the same rejection is 
applied. 

As per claim 53, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 27, wherein said step of displaying a first content 
page includes the steps of: 

displaying content; determining whether valid selection information exists; 
displaying a targeted advertisement if valid selection information exists; and displaying a 
non-targeted advertisement if valid selection information is not found (see column 15, 
line 19 - column 16, line 60). 

As per claim 54, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 53, wherein: 

said step of determining includes looking for a valid cookie (see column 15). 

As per claim 62, Reilly teaches: 

An apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein: 

said step of providing first information comprises displaying a first publisher's 
page, said step of providing second information indicating a choice of categories 
comprises displaying a user interface as part of said step of displaying a first publisher's 
page, said step of displaying a first advertisement includes displaying said first 
advertisement on said first publisher's page (see figure 10); 

displaying a second publisher's page (see figure 10); 
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sending a request for a second advertisement based on said category (see figure 
10, item 250); 

receiving said second advertisement (see figure 10, item 258); and 
displaying said second advertisement on said second publisher's page (see 
figure 10). 

Claim 63 contains the same limitations as claim 53 therefore the same rejection 
is applied. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 2 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Reilly et al (U.S. 5,740,549) in view of Markus (U.S. 6,499,042). 
As per claim 2, Reilly fails to teach: 
A method according to claim 1, wherein: 

said step of receiving includes receiving a URL, said URL includes a first attribute 
and a second attribute concatenated in said URL; and said step of identifying includes 
using at least a portion of said URL to find said first advertisement generated before 
receiving the URL. However, Markus teaches a system where location identifier, such 
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as URL and users identifiers store in cookies, are used to send information from user to 
server computers for the purpose of customizing the user's content (see abstract). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the application was made, to know that Reilly would use the URL to identify the location 
of advertisements already stored in the server and already generated before receiving 
the URL and would deliver them accordingly, as taught by Markus. This feature would 
allow the Reilly system to use URL to send information via the Internet. 

Claim 34 contains the same limitation as claims 2 and 7 therefore the same 
rejection is applied. 

Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Reilly etal (U.S. 5,740,549). 

As per claim 13, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 7, wherein said first, second and third attributes are 
stored in one or more cookies (see columns 6-7). Reilly does not expressly mention 
cookie, however official notice is taken that a cookie is a piece of text that a server can 
store on a user's hard disk. Cookies allow a Web site to store information on a user's 
machine and later retrieve it. The pieces of information are stored as name-value pairs. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the application was made, to know that Reilly would store information as name-value 
pairs in cookies to have better access to the data. 

As per claim 14, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 13, wherein: 
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said one or more cookies reside on a server remote from said client; and said 
step of providing includes communicating said first advertisement from said server to 
said client for display on said client (see columns 5-6). 

As per claim 15, Reilly teaches: 

A method according to claim 13, wherein: 

said one or more cookies reside on a client device; and said step of providing 
includes communicating said first advertisement from a server to said client for display 
on said client cfewce (see columns 6-8). 

Claims 19 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Reilly et al (U.S. 5,740,549) in view of Kolls (U.S. 6,604,087). 

As per claim 19, Reilly fail to teach: 

A method according to claim 1, wherein: 

said step of providing includes communicating said first advertisement to a client 
device; and said client device includes a mobile computing device. However, Kolls 
teaches the deliver of advertisements to mobile computing devices (see abstract). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the application was made, to know that Reilly would deliver advertisement to mobile 
computing devices, as taught by Kolls. This feature would be an improvement to the 
Reilly system as users can receive target advertisements in different locations. 

As per claim 22, Reilly fails to teach: 

A method according to claim 1, wherein: 
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said step of providing includes communicating said first advertisement to a client device; 
and said client device includes a cellular telephone. However, Kolls teaches the deliver 
of advertisements to mobile computing devices (see abstract). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was 
made, to know that Reilly would deliver advertisement to mobile computing devices, as 
taught by Kolls. This feature would be an improvement to the Reilly system as users 
can receive target advertisements in different locations. 

Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reilly et 
al (U.S. 5,740,549) in view of Allport (6,097,441). 

As per claim 28, Reilly fails to teach, a method according to claim 26, further 
comprising the steps of: receiving a vote about said advertisement; adding said vote to 
a tally of votes; and providing information about said tally of votes. However, Allport 
teaches a system where users can vote on the likes or dislikes on programs or 
advertisements (see column 12). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that users of the 
Reilly system would vote on the like or dislike of programs or advertisements, as taught 
by Allport. This feature would be used to determine the success of the target 
advertisements. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

Claims 64-68, 70-72, 77-80, 82 and 104-106 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Gupta et al (U.S. 6,487,538). 
As per claim 64, Gupta teaches: 

A method for locating content, comprising using a client remote from a server to 
perform the following steps: 

retrieving a set of two or more attributes from at least one cookie; combining said 
attributes; forming a URL, said URL includes said combined attributes; and 
communicating said URL to a server in order to access content (see column 4, line 66 - 
column 5, line 64; columns 9-10). 

As per claim 65, Gupta teaches: 

A method according to claim 64, further comprising using the client remote from 
the server to perform the further steps of: 

receiving said content in response to said step of communicating; and reporting 
said content (see column 4, line 66 - column 6, line 45). 

As per claim 66, Gupta teaches: 

A method according to claim 64, further comprising the steps of: 
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finding said content at said server, said URL includes an explicit identification of 
a location within a file system to find said content, said step of finding uses said explicit 
identification; transmitting said content from said server to said client, said steps of 
combining and forming are performed by said client; and displaying said content on said 
client (see column 4, line 66 - column 6, line 45; columns 9-10). 

As per claim 67, Gupta teaches: 

A method according to claim 64, wherein: 

said attributes comprise category information, an index for said category 
information and one or more properties, wherein the index identifies different 
advertisements including at least a first advertisement and a second advertisement (see 
columns 10-11). 

As per claim 68, Gupta et al teach: 

A method according to claim 64, wherein: 
said attributes include a first attribute and a second attribute; said URL includes an 
identification of a host, said first attribute and said second attribute; and said URL 
includes an explicit identification of a location within a file system to find said content 
(see column 4, line 66 - column 6, line 45; columns 9-10). 

As per claim 70, Gupta et al teach: 

A method according to claim 64, wherein: 

said attributes include a first attribute and a second attribute; and said first 
attribute and said second attribute are stored in one or more cookies (see column 4, line 
66 -column 6, line 45). 



Application/Control Number: 09/728,704 Page 16 

Art Unit: 3622 

As per claim 71 , Gupta et al teach: 

A method according to claim 64, wherein: 

said one or more cookies reside on said client device (see column 4, line 66 - 
column 6, line 45) 

As per claim 72, Gupta et al teach: 

A method according to claim 64, wherein: 

said one or more cookies reside on said server (see column 4, line 66 - column 
6, line 45). 

As per claim 77, Gupta et al teach: 

A method for providing content, comprising the steps of: 

determining whether one or more cookies store valid attribute data at a server 
based on a URL code provided to the server without use of cookies: and providing 
targeted content if said step of determining concludes that one or more cookies store 
valid attribute data (see column 4, line 66 - column 5, line 67) and 

providing alternate content without creating a further URL if said step of 
determining does not conclude that one or more cookies store valid attribute data (see 
columns 11-12). 

As per claim 78, Gupta et al teach: 

A method according to claim 77, further comprising the step of providing 
alternate content if said step of determining does not conclude that one or more cookies 
store valid attribute data (see column 4, line 66 - column 5, line 67). 

As per claim 79, Gupta et al teach: 
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A method according to claim 78, wherein said step of providing targeted content 
includes the steps of: 

adding said valid attribute data to a URL, said valid attribute data includes data 
from two or more cookies; communicating said URL to a server; receiving said targeted 
content from said server; and displaying said targeted content (see column 4, line 66 - 
column 5, line 67) . 

As per claim 80, Gupta et al teach: 

A method according to claim 78, wherein: 

said targeted content is a first advertisement pertaining to a first category; said 
valid attribute data corresponds to said first category; and said alternate content is a 
second advertisement that is not sorted by a category pertaining to said valid attribute 
data (see column 9, line 53 - column 10, line 63). 

As per claim 82, Gupta et al teach: 

A method according to claim 77, wherein: 

said valid attribute data includes a first attribute, a second attribute and a third 
attribute; said first attribute is stored in a first cookies; said second attribute is stored in 
a second cookie; and said third attribute is stored in a third cookie (see column 4, line 
66 -column 6, line 45). 

As per claim 104, Gupta teaches: 

A method for locating content, comprising: 

using a client browser remote from a server to perform the following steps: 
retrieving a set of one or more attributes (see columns 10-11); 



• 
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combining said attributes (see columns 10-11); 

forming a URL, said URL includes said combined attributes and communicating 
said URL to a server in order to access content (see columns 10-11; column 12, lines 
22-41). 

As per claim 105, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 104 wherein the following steps are performed by a user 
and provided to the client prior to the step of retrieving one or more attributes: 
selecting a category (see columns 1 0-1 1 ); and 

providing the category to the client for use in forming the URL (see columns 10- 



As per claim 106, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 104 wherein the content comprises an advertisement (see 
column 11, lines 1-13). 



7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 76 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reilly 

(U.S. 5,740,549) in view of Gupta (U.S. 6,487,538). 

As per claim 76, Reilly fails to teach: 

An apparatus according to claim 7, wherein: 



11). 
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said first attribute and said second attribute are stored in separate cookies. 
However, Gupta teaches that "cookies are small pieces of information that can later be 
read from a browser. When a web site is accessed, a cookie is sent by the web site 
identifying itself to the web browser. Based on the information retrieved from the cookie, 
a local advertisement targeted to the specific user's interests is provided" (see column 
5, lines 1-10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the application was made, to know that Reilly would store information 
related to targeting advertisement in separate cookies, as taught by Gupta. Storing 
targeting characteristics in different cookies would not patentably distinguish the 
claimed invention from the prior art. 

Claims 87-90 and 93-98 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gupta (U.S. 6,487,538) in view of Reilly (U.S. 5,740,549). 

As per claim 87, Gupta teaches: 

A method of providing targeted advertising, comprising the steps of: 
generating a URL to identify the selected category (see columns 10-1 1 ); 
providing the URL to a remote server (see columns 10-1 1 ); 
receiving a first advertisement corresponding to the selected category from the 
server; and displaying the first advertisement (see columns 10-11). 
Reilly teaches: 

displaying a first publisher's page containing first information (see figure 10); 
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displaying a choice of categories to enable selection of second information not 
identified from the first information along with the display of the first publisher's page 
(see figures 5-10); 

receiving a selected category from the choice of categories for the targeted 
advertising from a user (see figures 5 and 10); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the application was made, to know that Reilly would use the URL to determine 
the characteristics of the advertisement that would be targeted to the user, as taught by 
Gupta. This feature would allow the Reilly system to use URL to send information via 
the Internet. 

As per claim 88, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 87, wherein the steps are performed by a client located 
remotely from a server (see column 3, lines 1-44). 
As per claim 89, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 88, wherein the first advertisement is stored in a memory 
prior to the step of providing the URL to the remote server, and wherein the step of 
displaying the first advertisement comprises displaying the first advertisement as stored 
in memory unaltered (see column 11, lines 1-13). 

Claim 90 contains the same limitation as claim 77 therefore the same rejection is 
applied. 

As per claim 93, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 87, further comprising: 
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generating the URL code to define information at the client end (see columns 10- 

11); 

determining if the URL code identifies a category where no ads are stored at the 
server end, and serving a first ad targeted in the category when ads are stored, and 
serving a second ad not in the category if no ads are stored in the category identified 
(see column 11, lines 1-41). 

As per claim 94, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 93, wherein the URL code generated to defines a category 
which is not a default non-targeted information is identified by the server (see column 5, 
lines 1-35). 

As per claim 95, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 87, wherein the step of generating a URL to identify the 
selected category includes providing information specifying dimensions of an 
advertisement (see column 12, lines 42-45; column 4, lines 19-25). 

As per claim 96, Gupta teaches: 

A method of claim 87, further comprising the steps of: providing targeted 
advertising, comprising the steps of: 

receiving at the server a given advertisement for serving with a number of serves 
credited (see column 14, line 63 - column 15, line 17); 

storing the advertisement under a URL identified by a given one of the choice of 
categories (see column 14, line 63 -column 15, line 17; column 16, lines 21-34); 
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decrementing the number of serves when the given advertisement is provided for 
the step of receiving a first advertisement corresponding to the selected category from 
the server (see column 14, line 63 - column 15, line 17). 

As per claim 97, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 96, further comprising the steps of: 

receiving at the server additional advertisements with different numbers of serves 
credited for the advertisements (see column 14, line 63 - column 15, line 17); 

storing the additional advertisements under the URL identified by the given 
choice of categories (see column 14, lines 19-67); 

serving adds in an order based on the highest number of serves credited when 
the URL identifying the given choice of categories is received (see column 14, line 63 - 
column 15, line 19). 

As per claim 98, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 87 further comprising the step of: 

receiving a second advertisement a period of time after receipt of the first 
advertisement when an additional request for one of the choice of categories is not 
received during the period of time (see column 16, lines 7-20). 

Claims 91 and 92 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gupta (U.S. 6,487,538) in view of Reilly (U.S. 5,740,549) and further in view of 
Covert et al (U.S. 6,334,117). 

As per claim 91 , Gupta fails to teach: 
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The method of claim 89, wherein the step of generating a URL is performed by a 
client using Java Script. However, Covert teaches a browser that is connected with the 
Java environment software which executes instructions in the embedded Java script 
and serve as an HTML document handling software portion for transmitting and 
receiving HTML documents and TCP/IP messages (see column 8, lines 49-60). The 
Java Applets and Java scripts are loaded from a central location providing selective 
software distribution, which may be used to target materials to client computers (see 
column 11, lines 21-45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that Gupta would use the 
URL to identify the location of advertisements already stored in the server and would 
use Java enabled browsers for the purpose of targeting advertisement to client 
computers. Java language programs have the advantage that are functional on a 
variety of hardware platforms without the need of any modification, making the Java 
environment browser well suited to many computer systems. 

As per claim 92, Gupta fails to teach: 

The method of claim 91, wherein Java Script is executed by a web browser. The 
same rejection applied to claim 91 is applied to claim 92. 

Claims 99-103 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gupta (U.S. 6,487,538) in view of Covert et al (U.S. 6,334,1 17). 

As per claim 99, Gupta teaches: 

A method for locating content, comprising: 

using a client remote from a server to perform the following steps: 
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combining said attributes (see column 12, lines 21-41); 

forming a URL, said URL includes said combined attributes; and communicating 
said URL to a server in order to access content (see column 12, lines 21-41). 

Gupta fails to teach retrieving a set of one or more attributes using Java Script. 
However, Covert teaches a browser that is connected with the Java environment 
software which executes instructions in the embedded Java script and serve as an 
HTML document handling software portion for transmitting and receiving HTML 
documents and TCP/IP messages (see column 8, lines 49-60). The Java Applets and 
Java scripts are loaded from a central location providing selective software distribution, 
which may be used to target materials to client computers (see column 11, lines 21-45). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the application was made, to know that Gupta would use the URL to identify the location 
of advertisements already stored in the server and would use Java enable browsers for 
the purpose of targeting advertisement to client computers. Java language programs 
have the advantage that they are functional on a variety of hardware platforms without 
modification, making the Java environment browser well suited to any user's computer. 

As per claim 100, Gupta fails to teach 

The method of claim 99 wherein the following steps are performed prior to the 
step of retrieving one or more attributes: 
selecting a category; 

providing the category to the client for use by the Java Script to form the URL. 
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However, the same rejection that was applied to claim 99 is applicable to Claim 
100 and is applied here accordingly. 

As per claim 101, Gupta teaches: 
The method of claim 100, wherein: 

the step of selecting a category is performed by a web publisher and the step of 
providing the category is performed by the web publisher by specifying the category on 
a web page (see columns 1 0-1 1 ). 

As per claim 102, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 99, wherein the step of forming a URL includes using an 
attribute information specifying dimensions (see column 16, lines 20-35). 
As per claim 103, Gupta teaches: 

The method of claim 99, wherein the content comprises an advertisement (see 
column 15, lines 1-19). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-9, 13-28, 30, 34, 42, 44, 45, 47, 
53, 54, 62-68, 70-72, 76-80, 82 and 87-106 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. The Applicant argues that Reilly does not disclose 
providing an advertisement with a choice of categories not associated with a category of 
the information displayed with the advertisement choices. The Examiner answers that 
Reilly teaches a data viewer (figure 10) that displays in one window or frame one 
category, such as news or weather (see figure 10, item 248) and in another window or 
frame, it displays another category for targeted advertisement, not associated with the 
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first category (see figure 10, item 258; column 11, lines 52-64; column 12, lines 46-56; 
column 13, line 60 - column 14, line 6). 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5933. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W STAMBER can be reached on 703-305-8469. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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